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CURRENT FEDERAL, STATE, AND LOCAL ACTIONS 

 

100% Electric Vehicles (EV) 

 

Federal  

There are lots of ways that the federal  support is guiding the electric vehicle transition:  

• Certain types of emissions are being ‘valued’ higher within the government, which creates 

new financial guideposts for climate policy and spending decisions. Fuel economy (MPG) 

requirements are going up, which will save drivers money at the pump and encourage 

zero emission designs.  

• The Zero Emission Vehicle Incentive Programs helps electric car (and motorcycle) buyers 

with up to a $7500 tax credit and charging infrastructure. These tax credits will phase out 

per manufacturer as they sell more and more vehicles.  

• All 645,000 federally owned vehicles must transition to zero emission (includes the postal 

service) and be built in the US by union workers.  

• President Biden also signed an executive order mandating that by 2030 50% of all cars 

sold in the US will be EVs.  

• Within the Bipartisan Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act there is $7.5 Billion in 

infrastructure grants to create and support a national network of charging infrastructure. 

This funding will also have a particular focus on rural and typically inaccessible 

communities. 

Oregon 

The State of Oregon has a target to rapidly increase adoption of electric vehicles, aiming for 25% 

of all vehicles to be zero emission by 2030 (signed in 2019 as SB 1044). To achieve that goal, 

Oregon has launched the following:  

• The Oregon Clean Vehicle Rebate Program provides up to $2500 tax credit for a new EV 

on top of the federal credit. The Charge Ahead Rebate is a $2500 income-based rebate 

for residents who are replacing a car with a new or used EV.   

• All new residential and commercial parking structures must be designed to support 

electric charging.  

• Grants and loans for school districts to transition to electric school buses. 
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• The Low Emission Vehicle Mandate has increased MPG requirements for new cars, and 

includes a requirement that all automobile manufacturers who sell into Oregon must 

include an increasing minimum percentage that are electric or hybrid models.  

Oregon is also focused on electrifying the I-5 corridor for heavy duty trucking to eliminate a huge 

source of our state’s emissions. The West Coast Electric Highway partnership and the Multi-State 

Zero Emission Vehicle Task Force is identifying strategies to transition interstate trucking1. 

Recently, the State Legislature passed HB 2165. This bill extended the state’s incentives for 

purchasing or leasing of electric vehicles, expanded the Charge Ahead Electric Vehicle Rebate 

Program for low- and moderate-income residents, and requires utilities to invest a minimum of 

0.25% of monthly meter charges in Electric Vehicle (EV) infrastructure and programs. This 

addresses some of the equity concerns associated with EV adoption—it provides funding to 

encourage charging at rentals/apartment housing, adoption by BIPOC and rural communities, 

and the deployment of electric buses. 

Additionally, the state passed HB 2180 that requires new construction to be built “Electric 

Vehicle-ready”, so buildings are ready to cost-effectively install charging stations in the future. 

Lane County 

See below for information on electric vehicle rebate options and contact your local utility.  

Local 

Utilities Residential EV Programs  Commercial EV Programs 

Blachly-Lane  * * 

Central 

Lincoln PUD 

$250 rebate for charging station 

installation  
* 

Emerald 

PUD 

$100 EV registration bonus * 
 

EWEB  * 
$1,000 Smart Charge Rebate for 

commercial level 2 charger 

Lane 

Electric  

* $500 cash rebate for a Level 2 Charger 
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Pacific 

Power  

* 
Grants up to 100% of costs for electric 

vehicle projects 

Springfield 

Utility Board 

* * 
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Renewable R99 Diesel (RD) 

 

Federal  

The Renewable Fuel Standard sets the minimum amount of renewable fuel required to be in 

transportation fuel in the US. To meet that standard, a biofuel has to emit 50%-60% fewer 

greenhouse gases than the fossil fuel it is replacing. As the legal minimum goes up over time, 

more renewable-type fuels will be needed. The federal government offers tax credit programs 

for companies to create new transportation fuels; there are four large producers of renewable 

diesel in the US so far. Through the Diesel Emissions Reduction Act (DERA), the EPA also 

provides grants, rebates, and loans to replace or retrofit diesel engines to reduce emissions.  

Within the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act there is a modification made to the State 

Energy Program. This change allows plans within the program to include strategies that shift 

government vehicles, fleet vehicles, taxis, and ridesharing services to utilize alternative fuels such 

as R99 Diesel. 

Oregon  

Almost 40% of Oregon’s emissions come from transportation, and it is one of the areas where 

emissions are still growing. State leaders are aiming to reduce the carbon intensity of fuels by 

30% by 2030. Oregon is one of six states that requires at least 10% ethanol in nearly all gasoline, 

and that 5% of all diesels sold must be biodiesel. All municipal fleets and heavy-duty vehicle 

contractors have to use a mix of 5- 20% biodiesel as part of the Oregon Clean Fuels Program, 

but whole fleets (like the Oregon Departments of Forestry and Transportation) run on a much 

higher mix of 85% biodiesel. The program launched in 2016 to help reduce the health and 

climate impacts from diesel emissions. Some other efforts include:  

• A Biofuels Production Property Tax Exemption[3] (rural properties used to produce 

biofuels can receive a tax incentive) 

• Phasing out registration of older heavy-duty engines to remove them from the roads 

starting in 2023.  

• The Diesel Emissions Reduction Task Force is addressing equity issues to speed up the 

transition away from fossil diesel.  

 

Availability of renewable diesel is projected to grow significantly in the near future with significant 

new supply facilities under construction. There are currently two biodiesel production facilities in 

the state and no facilities for the production of renewable diesel.  Private investors in Oregon 
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are building a several renewable diesel facilities that are expected to add millions of gallons of 

renewable diesel to the regional supply chain by 2025. The product should be cost neutral when 

compared to fossil-diesel (Cory-Ann Wind, DEQ); however, the source and intensity of feedstock 

(the source material) has to be considered, where palm oil or other higher carbon feedstocks will 

likely become less desirable as alternatives from corn or soy increase.  

Lane County 

The Lane County Clean Diesel program was an early model to make ultra-low sulpher and bio-

diesel more affordable by building a coalition to buy it in bulk. It helped to establish a stable 

supply of cleaner fuels, enabling many local fleets to rely upon it. Increasing consistent access to 

these fuels will allow for more buy-in. 
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Electrical Grid Decarbonization (GD) 

Nationally, the electrical grid is responsible for nearly 30% of US greenhouse gas emissions. To 

meet climate targets, the entire electrical grid must transition to renewable energy-based 

sources within a few decades. Nationally, the goal is to reduce power sector emissions by 80% 

by 2030 and to achieve 100% carbon pollution-free electricity by 2035. The national grid is 

currently just 40% carbon free (20% renewable and 20% nuclear), with the remainder coming 

from coal and natural gas. Due to growth in population and the need for more electcity, the US 

will need roughly 90,000 MW of new electricity generation by 2030.  

Federal  

The federal government has the ability to regulate utilities and incentivize certain types of power 

generation through special rates and regulatory treatment.  A renewable portfolio standard (RPS) 

has been proposed for all generators and utilities to push fossil reliant parts of the country to 

catch up to areas with bigger renewable portfolios.  

Within the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act there are several efforts to decarbonize the 

national electric grid. There are several funding streams that are designated for research centers 

and hubs to conduct research into renewable energy sources and applicable options. There are 

also several direct investment funding streams. One is specifically focused on public school 

facilities, while the other is authorizing $84 Million for geothermal systems, $100 Million for wind 

energy, and $80 Million for solar generation to be dispersed through the Energy Act of 2020. 

Oregon 

Oregon has had a Renewable Portfolio Standard (RPS) since 2007 with the goal of encouraging 

new renewable electricity sources. However, 40% of the state’s electricity comes from older 

hydropower, so only generation created from efficiency upgrades or certified low impact facilities 

meet the requirements to count as renewable energy. Therefore, restricting fossil energy in the 

grid and adding new renewable sources offers two methods for increasing the ratio of low carbon 

electricity.  In 2016, Oregon mandated the elimination of coal-generated electricity entirely. The 

RPS was updated in 2021 to mandate that:  

• 100% electricity sold by the state’s large electric utilities must come from renewable 

energy sources by 2040.  

• Prohibits new or expanded natural gas electricity plants 

• $50 million to support electrical capacity from small-scale community renewable energy 

projects. Smaller, community scale (10-20 MW) generation further decentralizes the grid 

and creates local production requirements.  



 7 

Offshore wind may be Oregon’s best bet for large local renewable development, where other 

states have more consistency for onshore wind (Montana) and solar (California)  

 

Residential solar energy in Oregon has been supported through sporatic rebate programs since 

the 2000s. In 2021, The Oregon Department of Energy launched a new program to provide 

rebates up to $7500 for residential installation of paired solar generation and battery storage. 

This program adds important resilience to home electricity generation; it works even if the grid 

is down.  In addition, 25% of funding will be reserved for low income customers and service 

providers that would cover up to 60% of the net system cost. Funding becomes available in 

2022.  

 

Community Renewable Investment Fund 

The Energy Trust of Oregon has supported installation of more than 83 MW of solar generation 

to date. The Rural Renewable Energy Development Zone Program, managed by the Oregon 

Business Development Commission, provides property tax exemptions for projects that 

develop renewable energy in rural areas. 

 

Lane County 

Most of the utilities in Lane County offer a Renewable Investment opt-in program for customers. 

These programs range in price scope for each utility, see below for information and links to each 

of their respective programs. 

Local Utilities Renewable Investment Option 

Blachly-Lane  

Green Power 

100% electric use at $0.01 per kilowatt-hour OR kilowatt-hour 

blocks starting at $1.50 per block 

Central Lincoln PUD * 

Emerald PUD 

Green Plan 

Additional 8 cents per kilowatt-hour 

EWEB  

Green Power 

100% electric use at $0.01 per kilowatt-hour or kilowatt-hour 

blocks starting at $1.50 per block 

Lane Electric  100 kWh blocks - $2 each 
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Pacific Power  

Blue Sky Program 

 

100% electric use at $0.01 per kilowatt-hour or kilowatt-hour 

blocks starting at $1.95 per block 

Springfield Utility 

Board 

Eco Choice 

 

Additional $1 per 100-kilowatt hour  

Northwest Natural  

Smart Energy 

Program 

 

$5.50/month residential - Average Home 

10.5 cents/term - Climate Neutral  

Businesses - start at $10/month  
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Residential Appliance Electrification (AC) 

 

Federal  

Old appliances are less efficient, and so cost residents more to operate. Federal incentive 

programs focus on space and water heating and cooling, stoves, and breaker boxes. To meet 

the federal carbon reduction goals, electrification of appliances needs to address approximately 

80 million appliances before 2030. The greatest focus is on heat pumps to replace fossil-based 

or inefficient electric heat. Here is where there is the greatest return for both the climate and 

resident’s pocketbooks.  

 

Oregon 

Nonprofits and agencies like the Energy Trust of Oregon and Oregon Housing and Community 

Services focus rebates on low income residents and multi-family housing for private utility 

customers. However, there are gaps in services and incentives (like electrification for homes that 

were previously solely wood heated), and narrow supports for fuel switching types to qualify for 

the incentives. 

 

Lane County 

Utilities in Lane County offer a variety of incentives for consumers to upgrade their appliances. 

The table below outlines and provides links for these various programs. 

Utilities  Ductless Heat Pumps  Ducted Heat Pumps  
Water Heaters and other 

Appliances 

Blachly-Lane  

Rebate amount for site-
built or manufactured 
homes: $800 
 
Rebate amount for new 
construction site-built 
only: $500 

Up To: $1600 
depending on model 

 
Zero or low interest 
loans 

Energy Star® Clothes 
Washer: $50  

 
Clothes Dryer: $100 

Central 
Lincoln PUD 

Ductless Heat Pump: 
$750 

Duct Sealing: up to 
$250 

Energy Star Clothes 
Washer: $50 

 
Energy Star Clothes 
Dryer $50 
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Heat Pump: up to 
$1400 

 
Heat Pump Water Heater 
Tier 1: $300 
Tier 2-3 or higher: $600 
Tier 3 Split-System: $800 

Emerald 
PUD 

 
Up to $2,000 cash rebate 
OR a zero-interest loan of 
up to $10,000.  
 
 New Construction 
$500 cash rebate. 
 
Upgrade existing Ductless 
Heat Pump 
$100 cash rebate.  

 
Up to $2,000 cash 
rebate OR a zero-
interest loan of up to 
$10,000 

$800 Tier 3 units.   

 
Zero-interest loan of up 
to $1,200.  

 
Washers/dryers: Up to 
$50 

EWEB  

$800 rebate per home, or 
Up to a $4000 zero-
percent interest loan for 
single-head systems plus 
$1500 for each additional 
head  
 

Owner-occupied rebate 
$3,800 
 Rental rebate $1,000 

$1,000 rebate per 
home, OR  

Up to a $12,000 zero-
percent interest loan  

$800 rebate per water 
heater, OR 
Up to a $2500 zero-
percent interest loan 
 
Owner-occupied rebate: 
$1,700 
Rental rebate: $1,000 
Up to a $2500 zero-
percent interest loan 

Lane Electric  

$500 rebate is available 
for qualifying air-source 
(standard) heat pumps, 
geothermal and ductless 
units. 

You may apply for a 
loan OR a rebate (not 
both). A zero percent 
(0%) interest loan up 
to $9,000 is available 
on qualified systems 

Tier 3 units: $800 

Pacific 
Power  

* * 

$500 rebate through 
Energy Trust of Oregon 
 
Heat Pump Water 
Heater: Income-qualified 
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homeowners: $270 cash 
incentive 

Springfield 
Utility Board 

0% interest loan or a $800 
rebate to help pay for the 
purchase of an energy-
efficient ductless heat 
pump. 

* 

Heat pump water heater. 
Up to $800   
 

ENERGY STAR® Clothes 
Washer rebate ($50) 

ENERGY STAR® Clothes 
Dryer rebate ($100) 
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Mass Transit (MT) 

 

Federal Level  

The 2021 investment goals in infrastructure focus heavily on investments into mass transportation 

opportunities, like high-speed rail. However, as of now, there has been no confirmed federal 

action directing these investments. The Federal Transit Administration oversees grants to states 

and local governments related to transportation infrastructure, and much of the attention in the 

FAST Act (Fixing America’s Surface Transportation) is related to helping state’s improve their 

public transportation infrastructure.    

The Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act has many considerations for improving mass transit 

systems. Broadly, $39.2 Billion is being invested into combatting the repair backlog in the mass 

transit systems across the nation as well as expanding the scope and support of the systems.  

Oregon 

The State of Oregon assists local transit districts through a number of programs. These include: 

• Statewide Transportation Improvement Fund  

• Oregon’s transit tax is a state payroll tax to provide revenue to the Fund.  

• ODOT is currently working on a new Oregon Public Transportation Plan. Visit their 

webpage for ongoing updates. 

 

Lane County 

Lane County Regional Transportation Plan (TSP) highlights shifts from single occupancy driving 

to alternative methods, like bus, bike, and walking/rolling, and the connection to regional modes, 

like rail.  However, insufficient funding means that priorities are focused on repair and maintence 

of existing infrastructure. In the future, capitol investment in the transportation system will include 

additional criteria such as climate change and equity.  

LTD has several projects and plans to increase ridership. These plans are an ongoing effort and 

they review their transit system operation annually and make changes one to three times a year. 

They are also looking ahead to develop longer-range plans that define service priorities and 

infrastructure investments. While the Transit Tomorrow plan is currently on hold, LTD continue 

to work on MovingAhead and several other plans. 
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Several other organizations are also working on increasing mass transit options. The Lane Council 

of Governments (LCOG) provides their Transportation Options program that provides a set of 

strategies, plans, and programs that reduce the demands on roads. The Lane Area Commission 

on Transportation discusses transportation-related issues including mass transit. Finally, there 

are several nonprofits like Better Eugene-Springfield Transportation (BEST) that encourage mass 

transit. 
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Edible Food Waste Reduction (FW) 

 

Federal level  

The national goal from the USDA and EPA is to cut 50% of our annual food waste by 2030. 

Success would eliminate significant methane emissions from our landfills, where food waste 

remains the single most common waste category. It would also save water, land, nutrients, and 

fuel. To achieve the goal, partners bring attention to innovations and success stories, and 

highlight cost savings to inspire more participation.  Legislators are also proposing amendments 

to the food safety and labeling guidelines to reduce confusion and prevent unnecessary wasted 

food. 

Oregon 

Regionally, the Pacific North American Climate Leadership Agreement commits Oregon to 

wasted food reduction goals, aligning the entire west coast to achieve the 50% reduction in food 

waste by 2030. The Department of Environmental Quality Strategic Plan for the Preventing the 

Wasting of Food acknowledges that most impactful actions happen at the local level, focusing 

on strategic partnerships and on education. Metro’s Food Waste Stops with Me offers many 

examples and tips for reducing wasted food.  

Lane County 

Lane County is identifying the largest producers of food waste in the county and is supporting 

ways to shift that waste into donations or reprocessing opportunities. Lane County, the City of 

Eugene, and other partners are also looking at food rescue from businesses to emergency food 

distribution to meet our community’s need. In Eugene, education through the Eat Smart, Waste 

Less campaign provides tips and strategies to prevent wasting food at home. Education for 

eaters and food providers aligns food waste with increased costs or lost revenue. Residential 

compost and yard waste pickup and the commercial Love Food Not Waste program in Eugene 

diverts food waste and yard scraps from the landfill to commercial composting. These programs 

continue to work well and can be adopted by other communities throughout Lane County. 

Florence has pioneered composting biosolids from waste treatement to create compost suitable 

for local gardeners.  
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Refrigerant Management (RM) 

 

International Agreements 

The Montreal Protocol (1989) remains one of the most successful international environmental 

agreements in history, phasing out ozone depleting refrigerants around the world. The Kigali 

Amendment (2019) expands this commitment to mitigate the impact of climate change through 

the phaseout of high impact refrigerants in a similar way.  The expectation is to first eliminate 

production and importation of the most intense chemicals to allow time for system transition.  As 

of spring, 2021, 119 nations have ratified the amendment, which has spurred innovation from 

refrigeration producers to change the composition of their systems to be both ozone and climate 

neutral. This business leadership will allow for greater options in the marketplace; however, 

commercial and residential systems will see a wide range of solutions coming to market in the 

coming years; some types of equipment can work with drop-in replacements, while other systems 

will have to be entirely replaced. Newer options being adopted include ammonia and CO2 itself 

among others.  

Federal 

Federal rules to meet the Kigali Amendment goals have begun under the American Innovation 

and Manufacturing Act of 2020 and through executive actions taken in early 2021. The rules aim 

to reduce the importation and production of most HFCs by 85% in 15 years and prevent 4.7 

billion tons of CO2(e) from entering the atmosphere. Enaction and enforcement authority falls 

to the EPA under ongoing implementation of the 1990 Clean Air Act.  Beginning in 2022, some 

common refrigerants will no longer be produced or imported and will cost more to recharge as 

supplies are restricted. This transition has motivated many companies to proactively adopt 4th 

generation, low-GWP refrigerants.  

Anyone who handles refrigerants must be licensed and certified by the EPA. Most EPA certified 

refrigerant reclaimers operate nationally, recovering and transporting full containers of 

refrigerant from around the county to be reclaimed and then resold. This allows for refrigerants 

that are no longer produced or imported to remain in circulation for many years. 

Oregon  

When national legislation stalled in 2016, over a dozen states, including Washington and 

California, opted to adopt those same rules as state level laws. State laws like these are increasing 

the pressure on manufacturers to develop low risk options, and mandating testing and leak 

correction for any system with over 50 lbs of refrigerant. Oregon legislation to follow this trend 
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stalled in 2020. Currently, the Chicago office of the EPA monitors refrigerant permits, audits 

reclaimers, and applies enforcement in those states without their own legal structure.  

Energy Trust of Oregon has current rebates for HVAC upgrades; however, these are focused on 

energy efficiency only and not on the type of refrigerant. There may be opportunities to pivot or 

expand resources to place attention on chemical makeup as well.  

Lane County 

Lane County’s 2019 GHG inventory indicated that 4% of our county’s emissions are due to 

refrigerant leakage. Based on recent research, this number may more than double in the next 

decade to nearly 10% of our total emissions and is most likely underreported at the present.  

Lane County hosts Oregon’s only certified reclamation center, where used refrigerants drained 

from appliances are recovered and purified, or combined for destruction. This facility works with 

counties around Oregon to recover and reclaim refrigerants from appliances as they arrive at 

waste transfer stations. Ensuring that this and other facilities like it have the equipment, 

resources, and education they need to safely recover, reclaim, and submit refrigerants for 

destruction will move Lane County significantly ahead in curbing our climate change contributing 

emissions and preventing catastrophic leakage.  Currently, Lane County refrigerant handlers are 

self-policing as they transfer chemicals from vessel to vessel, and awareness of the immediate 

risk caused by venting these chemicals is dangerously low. 
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Active Commute and Telecommute (TT) 

 

Federal  

Internet access is necessary for school, work, and entertainment. As the pandemic drastically 

shifted people’s lives, inequalities in access to the internet are increasing gaps between those 

who are able to work and learn from home and those who cannot. While the emergency 

broadband benefit (FCC program) aimed to increase affordability, many regions simpy do not 

have service providers.  

Within the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act broadband recieves a significant amount of 

funding. Overall $65 billion will be invested in the coming years in broadband development, with 

the largest chunk of $42.45 billion being administered to states for deployment. In addition, 

there are several designated funding streams for rural broadband development, affordability 

benefits, and Tribal organizations. 

Oregon  

In Oregon, a portion of FAST (Fixing America’s Surface Transportation) Act funds have been 

allocated to bike, pedestrian and transit projects. Strategic goals set by the Oregon Bicycle and 

Pedestrian Program are to increase adoption and reduce barriers and safety hazards.  Oregon’s 

Multimodal Active Transportation Fund supports bike and pedestrian initiatives and is managed 

through the DOT’s Public Transportation Division. There are dozens of projects at the state level 

to encourage more, and safer, active transportation. Progress for high speed rail requires either 

co-opting existing roads to become a rail line, or finding new land in a straight line; both are very 

challenging.   

Connecting Oregonians to phone and internet is challenging through the gaps of rural and urban 

areas. The first Universal Service Fund in 1999 started holding funds for phone services. 

Currently,  while over 90% of Oregon has access to broadband, there is a “digital divide” in 

terms of speed and affordability. The Oregon Broadband Mapping project has helped to show 

the clear needs for certain communities. A state level bill in 2018 aimed to fund increases in 

accessibility, and another bill in 2020 (HB 1603) aims to create a broader development fund to 

increase rural broadband.   

Lane County 

Lane County is currently working on developing the first county-wide bicycle master plan. Many 

cities in Lane County are working to create more dedicated bike lanes and improved crosswalks 
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to make active transportation safer. Many cities in Lane County have been or are planning to 

invest transportation infrastructure funds into active transportation. For example, Springfield’s 

Transportation System Plan prioritizes investments in multi-modal transportation and 

bicycle/pedestrian infrastructure. 

Like mass transit, several other organizations are also working on increasing active transit options 

and telecommuting. The Lane Council of Governments (LCOG) provides their Transportation 

Options program that provides a set of strategies, plans, and programs that reduce the demands 

on roads. The Lane Area Commission on Transportation discusses transportation-related issues 

including active transit. Finally, there are several nonprofits like Onward Eugene that support 

telecommuting options and expanded use of broadband. 
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Energy Efficiency and Conservation (EE) 

 

Federal  

The Energy Efficiency and Clean Electricity Standard has been proposed within the American 

Jobs Plan to rapidly deploy emissions reductions strategies. However, at this time, federal 

support for energy efficiency are legacy programs through the Federal Energy Management 

Program and others. The Energy Star program, managed by EPA, raised their standards in Fall 

2021. Tax rebates for residential and commercial energy efficiency projects have been extended 

through December, 2021. However, other programs, like the Weatherization Assistance 

Program, managed through the Office of Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy, are being 

redirected under new climate goals. This significant pivot and re-appropriation of funds in 2021 

signals the intention to continue ramping up these initiatives over the coming years.  

The Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act has several considerations for energy efficiency 

improvements. A portion of the $65 billion designated for power and grid improvements will be 

set aside for energy efficiency improvements. This funding includes sections for audits, loans, 

and grants for a variety of uses such as industrial, nonprofits, residential, and commercial. 

Oregon 

The Oregon Legislature created new programs for energy efficiency and conservation during 

their 2021 session. The Rural & Agricultural Energy Audit Program provides dollars for energy 

audits of rural small businesses and agricultural producers. Additionally, an Energy Efficient 

Wildfire Recovery program was created with more information expected from the Oregon 

Department of Energy in the coming months. 

The state works extensively through the Energy Trust of Oregon (ETO) to support efficiency 

upgrades in the existing building stock. ETO serves customers of Northwest Natural and 

PacifiCorp. Their webpage explains the various incentives for homeowners and renters. 

For existing building stock, Oregon has focused on requirements for all state owned buildings, 

requiring that all state agencies will work with the Oregon Department of Energy to establish 

high performance energy use targets.  

Lane County 

Across Lane County, utilities continue to offer rebates and loans for both residential and 

commercial building upgrades aimed at increasing energy efficiency and conservation. Most 
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utilities also have additional programs for weatherization and home upgrades for low income 

residents. Electric utilities  have begun installation of smart meters, which allow for time-of-use 

pricing by sending real time data to the utility. Smart meter technology helps to even out utility 

peak loads (when the utility has to find more power because the whole town turns on their 

electronics between 5-8pm). Increasing rates during peak use will encourage people to use high 

demand appliances like clothes dryers and electric vehicles at other times.   

Electrical Utilities offer the following programs (Northwest Natural and Pacific Power offer 

programs through the Energy Trust of Oregon—see above) 

Local Utilities Rebate Program Opportunities 

Blachly Lane COOP Insulation, doors, thermostats 

Central Lincoln PUD Insulation, doors, thermostats, lighting 

Emerald PUD Residential, Commercial, Industrial, and Agricultural Programs 

EWEB Insulation, Air Sealing, and Windows Program 

Lane Electric Floor, wall & attic insulation, window replacement 

Springfield Utility 

Board 
Weatherization Services 

 

Low income weatherization services are also available through Homes For Good. 
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Natural Gas Infrastructure (NG) 

 

Federal  

The federal government currently offers tax preferences for fossil gas extraction to encourage 

production. These preferences include: 

• accelerated tax deduction for intangible drilling expenses 

• accelerated tax deduction for resource depletion (“percentage depletion”) 

• tax credits for enhanced oil recovery 

• tax credits for marginal oil and gas wells (wells producing fewer than 25 barrels of oil 

equivalent per day) 

Together, these credits and preferences cost the government between $3 billion and $7 billion 

each year. Eliminating some or all of these tax breaks can lead to increased government revenue 

and decreased emissions. 

 

The federal government also controls about a quarter of the US land and leases the right to 

extract fossil fuel from those lands to private developers. The federal government could help 

reduce greenhouse gas emissions significantly by adjusting those leases. 

 

Oregon  

The Oregon Climate Protection Plan will subject fuel suppliers, including natural gas, to declining 

emissions caps over the next 30 years with a goal of an 80 percent reduction by 2050. The 

proposed rules are scheduled for a decision by the Environmental Quality Commission in 

December 2021. 

 

Lane County  

Lane County does not have any jurisdiction to regulate the NW Natural’s infrastructure; that 

responsibility is with the cities. However, Lane County can control how much natural gas they 

use and the county has acknowledged that they have no plans to install natural gas infrastructure 

in any newly constructed buildings and they are looking for ways to reduce their current use 

through energy efficiency and electrification. Finally, Lane County has committed to offsetting 

100% of their natural gas use through the SmartEnergy program. 

 


